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PREFACE

The compilation of this volume was undertaken to commemorate the 50t
anniversary of tB consecration of Lodge Light in Arabia No. 3870. As the Lodge w
consecrated in Aden, Southern Arabia and subsequently Transferred to Croyc
Surrey, the opportunity has been taken to record the brief history of Aden leadin
up to its occupation by therish in 1839 in an endeavor to provide the background
against which Freemasonry was introduced into Arabia, and its subseque
development.

Through the ravages of time, the climate and the White ant, unfortunately man
original documents are no longevailable and such information as it has now been
possible to accumulate bas been obtained in diverse ways not least of all throu
the ready ce2 LISNJ A2y 2F GKS DNIYR {SONBILI
records were made available for inspection.

A \ery great debt is also owed to R.\Bro. Lt. Gen. Sir Harold Williams, KBE, CE
OSM, PGW, who was initiated in the Lodge on 11th September, 1919. His respo
to a request for assistance he was able to afford in compiling the history was tru
magnificent,l YR A GK2dzi AG GKS NBO2NR 27F
have been very sketchy indeed. His notes following visits to the District Grand Loc
of Bombay for perusal of the records there and his recollections of the early days
Aden have beemost valuable. In the course of a visit to New Delhi from Tehran i
February, 1971, | had hoped to meet RBVo. Williams but found that he had left
for the United Kingdom. It had been arranged that we would meet on his return t
India, but, regretfullyhaving arrived back on 12th October, 1971 RBAb. Williams
had a heart attack at midnight on the 16th October and died at 0916 hours on 17
October, 1971.

Thanksare also due to W.Bro. M.V.§et, PG St B, PDGW District Grand Secretan
Bombay for theoriginal draft of the revised Blyaws approved on 24th July, 1932
and other notes; to WBro. H.T. Seymour, PG St B, PPGW (Sur@R, LGCR,
General Librarian of the Surbiton Masonic Library for his advice and suggestions,
to W.Bro. B.F. Gotobed, PGrg., PDGDC (Bombay), PPGOrg (Middlesex) the fil
initiate of the Lodge for his permission to use the photograph of the Lodge's origir
meeting place in Sheikh Othman.



Through the good offices of the Grand Secretary it was also possible to trace t
only surviving ‘founder Member, W.Bro. H.H.S. Bishopp, PGStB, who celebrated
85th birthday in February, 1970, and thanks are due to him for the loan of mar
interesting papers including the notice of an Emergency Meeting held on 5i
December 1918 and theummons for the meeting held on 13th February, 1919.
Grateful thanks are also due for permission to use historical information containe
in the H.M.S.O. publication "Addreport for the years 1957 and 1958". In addition,
acknowledgement is made of the détd 2 F CNBSYlF 42y NR Q&
through the founding of Lodge Felix No. 355 S.C. 2 provided by W.Bro. Sorobje
Patel M.B.E., D.Supdt. of Arabia Felix (S.C.), Hon. J.G.W. (S.C.). Other small ite
information provided by brethren of the Lodgare all acknowledged with grateful
thanks.

The investigations which formed the first steps towards compilation of this histor
were undertaken by W.Bro. D.S. Willson, PDSGD (Bombay) in 1968 but the nee
fit in the manifold duties of Lodge Secretagyyear as 1st Principal in Chapter, his
promotion and consequent change of job, his move from London to Harrogate, al
finally, his departure for a tour of duty in Germany all contributed to delay ir
completing the task. As the move to Germany was likelgelay publication for a
long time to come authorship was taken over by me, in October 1970. As | was &
posted for an overseas tour of duty at the British Embassy in Tehran, leaving t
United Kingdom early in January 1971 further set backs were a@cmasithrough
the difficulties of authorship and research at this distance.

The need to correspond between Tehran and London and subsequent changes
location have further complicated the process fofalisingthe text and arranging
printing but we trustthe final result will be of interest to old and new members
alike.

Finally, thanks are due to all these brethren who vetted the drafts for their cc
operation and patience.
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FOREWORD

The History of Freemasonry in the United Kingdom has, throughout the years, |
floated the major trends in the national history of the time.

During the great Empire building era of the 18th and 19th centufiesBritish ware

to be seen in almost every corner of the globe in capacities as varied fro
aristocratic Governors and CommandénsChief to private soldiers of the infantry
of the line. It was inevitable that many were members of the Craft and only altur
that, spending many years in what were then-&f places, these Brethren should
wish to establish local Lodges to act as a Masonic home for themselves and
welcome visiting Brethren. In this way many Lodge. Were established in Briti
territories under Warrants issued by the three Masonic authorities of the Unitec
Kingdom; notwithstanding the presence of Lodges of English, Scottish and Ir
Constitutions, these all worked together in extreme harmony.

It was perhaps at the height of this period dugithe last months of the First World
War that the Lodge Light in Arabia came Into being in Aden and the subseque
history of the Lodge mirror the fortunes of the British in Aden from that time on
culminating in the transfer of the Lodge to England ir671.9The Lodge is very
fortunate in having the services of W.Bro. G.K. Taylor and W.Bro. D.S. Wilsor
chronicle so well that is 'a very interesting and exciting first half century of th
[ 2R3S80a SEA&AGSYyOSo

The province of Surrey is glad to have been &bl@elcome the returning expatriate
Brethren and include the Lodge. Light in Arabia in our Masonic family of which
Surrey Masons are so proud. Whilst, we hope, not affording a future chronicler tt
chance to record events as turbulent as those in Aderthe early 1960s, the
Province congratulates the Lodge on its past atonements and wishes it well for
stable, prosperous future in its new home.

Shannon
Provincial Grand 'Master.
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PAST MASTERS

1919 T.W. Twaddle 194445 H.E. Vincent
191920 J. Williams 194546 L. Flood Cooke
192021 R. Boal 194647 F.L. Escott
1921-22 D. Thompson 194748 C.G. Darton
1922-23 D. Thompson 194849 P.P. Patel
192324 A.C. Faulkner 194950 P.O. Purchase
192425 E.S. Phipson 195051 A.V. Clements
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192728 T. Johnston 195354 S. J. Saddleton
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193839 A.M. Von Essen 196465 P.J.R. Freston
193940 A.E. Sutton Jones 196566 G.A. Woodstock
194041 Mohamed Ahmed 196667 G.H. Marshall
194142 J. Mann 196768 R.W. Henning

194243 C.H. Masters
194344 Shiv Singh
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THE SPIRIT OF LODGE LIGHT IN ARABIA

The events of the years 1964 to 1967 during which violence erupted in Aden a:
prelude to the granting of independence could have been fatal to Lodge Light |
Arabia, but, despite its fluid membership, the resolute spirit which so characterise
the Lodge and quickly permeates the consciousness of every initiate, joinil
member or visitor neer faltered, and now after a shelived Slowing down in the
period immediately following its transfer to Croydon, the Lodge is adbfotided as
ever.

There is more than the natural feeling of pride about one's Lodge, something deef
- that the essene of the spirit of Freemasonry really was distilled in that land of
barren rocks, mere brotherly love abounded and was so patently in evidenc
between men of different social status, Culture, religion and colour who truly me
on the level.

That spirit stil persists, but now that the extremely clokait community has been
replaced by the scattered urban existence here in modern Britain, and meeting
mere four times a year not twelve, it will become increasingly more difficult to
maintain it. Indeed, imay even be selfiestructive, since any influence it may have
on these who may come into contact with it will stimulate interest which will be
expressed in encouraging prospective members to seek admission to the Order
their local communities. This capnly benefit Freemasonry in general, but the
gradual dilution of Lodge Light in Arabia through reduced intake and ageir
membership is a matter which should concern all present and future members.

11



ADEN CLIMATE

This publication will be received in d@ifent ways by different people. For some it
will recall memories of an arid, uncomfortable restricted country before the adven
of such now commonplace amenities as ceiling fans, wabdene sewage, domestic
refrigerators or air conditioning. But to all wrserved in Aden it will perhaps recall
pleasant memories of the friendship formed and forged in the happy environmer
of the Lodge. For these who were not privileged to enjoy the benefits ¢
membership "out there" but were only able to join us since trade came to
Surrey in February 1967 it should perhaps be explained that Aden's climate was |
one to be envied. although the worst description given by early travelers perhaj
account for its bad name more than fact. for despite its discomfort, Europear
generally managed to stay healthy. The period October to April was genera
considered to be the 'cool' season with temperatures varying from-siitles at
night to around 85°F by day. The rest of the year. the 'hot' season. broug
temperatures varyingonly between about 85°F at night to 95°100F by day,
However. added to this was the discomfort between June and August of freque
dust storms carried in by the southwest monsootinroughout this period the high
humidity vas very oppressive. There wite indigenous disease but 'prickly heat'
and 'Aden tummy' (a bowel infection) were regarded as occupational hazards.

12



ADEN GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION

Aden, (now the South Yemen Republic) is situated in Latitude 12° 47" N a
longitude 45° 10" E on th8outhern coast of Arabia about 100 miles east of the
Straits of Bab eMandeb.

With the opening of the Red Sea route and the Suez Canal in 1869 Aden bece
important as a coaling station as sailing ships were replaced by steamers, and
journey was a Ing and tiresome four and a half thousand miles from London
Immediately before the closure of the Suez Canal this long journey was a pleas
ten days cruise undertaken by many of our members on vessels of the Peninst
and Oriental Steam Navigation Comgathey returned to the United Kingdom on
leave or on completion of their tour of dutybut: the advent of air travel had also
reduced the journey time for those not so leisurely spirits to a-stop twelve
hours.

13



ADEN; HISTORY

The earliest refereres to Aden appear in the Old Testament of the Bible as 'Edel
(possibly the 'Garden of Eden'?) and in the 27th Chapter of the Book of Ezel
reference is made to the "merchants of Eden". Historically it is not possible
separate Aden from South West Afa and particularly the Yemen. There is
archaeological evidence of a flourishing civilization during the-Girastian
millennium and three thousand years ago long trains of camels burdened wi
frankincense and myrrh (and often with gold, pearls, ivaijppnamon and silks)
passed through Aden from the Far East moving along the incense road stretch
from the valley of the Hadramout and Dhofar, across South Arabia and northwar
to the Mediterranean. Frankincense was Arabia's wealth. Resins, gums aed spi
were used in embalming, fumigation and medicine in the ancient world and wer
burned on funeral pyres, at weddings and other celebrations; but religious rite
demanded the largest quantities of best incens&ank (or real) incense, even the
temple atJerusalem contained a chamber for storing it. The Arabs in Persia provid
Darius with a yearly tribute of 30 tons and in Babylon the god Bel required tt
burning of a like quantity, Hindu, Buddhists. Greeks and Romans all demanc
incense and for at least000 years Arabia prospered, gaining its classical name
Arabia Felix (Happy Arabia) a name associated with Freemasonry in Aden from
earliest days. The people of South Arabia fought for control of the incense road sir
control enabled tribute to beextracted from the passing caravans and in about 95(
BC the Kingdom of Saba (better known to us as Sheba) controlled part of it. Shel
rulers were using trade contacts in the north and it was at this time that the Quee
of Sheba (a cousin of Hiram KinfgTyre) went to interview King Solomon.

From the earliest times when trade moved by sail the winds which blow from th
Red Sea made it easy even for heavily laden dhows to sail across in either direc
at the proper season without having to tack. Besawof this sea breeze Aden was
the gateway through which the caravan routes of the East converged on equator
Africa. The shifpuilding yard situated in Ma'alla is one of the oldest ship building
yards in the world where even in modern times vast baolkember are shaped by
hand and drilled by the ageld method of turning a bit by means of a bow and
twins, and according to legend, it is the construction site of Noah's Ark. Furth
biblical comection exists near the maipasswhich leads to Crater, @@ known as
Aden Camp, in the legendary grave of Cain, the son of Adam and Eve.

14



Amongst the ancient relics preserved in the museum there is evidence that Ad
was the home of a highly developed civilisation for more than 2,000 years befo
the Christian ea. Among the most striking is the bull's head which in Sabea
mythology was the emblem of the moegod. The bull's horns symbolised the
crescent moon and the Star Venus, the god of the heavens, used to be plac
between the horns of the crescent. Islamotoover this traditional symbol and the
star and crescent was so derived.

The Romans captured the seaport of Aden about 24 AD but their attempte
conquest of the country failed.

Christianity first came to Aden in 35 AD when Emperor Constantine Il sent
Christian mission to the Yemen and one of the first churches was built at Aden.
about 525 AD the Emperor Justin requested Caleb, ruler of Abyssinia to senc
punitive expedition against the Yemen because of the persecution of the Christial
the Abyssirans ruled for some fifty years and were deposed in turn by the Persian
a period of violence ending with the restoration of law and order in 95 AD.

In the seventh century Islam came to Arabia under the militant leadership of Ali, tf
Prophet's sorin-law, and since then it has been supreme. In the years that followe:
Aden passed under the control of one warring Sultan after another until it onc
again came under the control of the Imam of Yemen although when Marco Po
visited Aden in 1285 AD he describié as a prosperous port which dominated the
coast of South Arabia as far East as Muscat and which had a large fleet of arn
merchant ships.

Towards the end of the fourteenth century the Portuguese began their voyages
this part of the world and in 1B AD they attempted to capture the stronghold of
Aden, a few years later in 1516 AD another attack by Suleiman, an officer of t
Mameluke Sultan of Egypt, was repulsed, but in 1538 AD following the murder
the Governor aboard a Turkish ship off Adee fortress and port were taken and
Aden (and eventually the whole of Yemen) came under Turkish rule.

The discovery of the Cape of Good Hope route to the Indes by Da Gama in 1498
and the depredations of the wars led to the run down of trade and the rict
commerce of Aden disappeared. British ships called in 1609 AD when the port v

15



visited by the East India Companies vessel "ascension”, but the captain was thro
into prison and his ship pillaged, other ships were badly treated the following year
both Aden and Mokha.

In 1630 AD the Turks gave up the Yemen and control reverted to the rule of tl
Immans until 1735 AD when possession of Aden was taken by the Sultan of Le
whose greed and mismanagement ruined what was left of the port's prosperity.

Duiing the next 100 years or so the port continued under the rule of first one
chieftain and then another until in 1838 Bro. S.B. Haines, MM of Lodge Geor
William 94th Regiment, Captain of the Indian Navy went to Aden to deman
restitution for outrages comiitted upon the crew and passengers of an Indian shif
which had been wrecked near Aden. Later treachery brought negotiations f
nothing and the port was blockaded. Subsequently, in January 1839. an expedit
was sent from India in two ships under the conmdaof Captain Haines with a force
under Major Baillie when Aden vas captured with 15 British casualties.

[ FLIGEFAY TFAYSa 0SOFYS GKS FANBRGOG . NR
KS ¢NRBUGS G¢KS fAGGES GAf | BF reduged 0INE N.
most exigent condition of poverty and neglect. In the reign of Constantine this tow
possessed unrivalled celebrity for its impenetrable fortifications, its flourishin
commerce, and the glorious haven it offered to vessel from all quamf the globe.
But how lamentable is the present contrast!"

In 1862 the town of Sheikh Othman was purchased from the Sultan of Lahej anc
1888, Little Aden, renamed Bureikha, was purchased from the Akrabi Sheikh.

With the commercial development ofhé port of Aden which followed British
occupation. in 1869 the British Indian Submarine Telegraph. Company underto
the laying of a submarine cable between Bombay and Aden, and from Aden to Si
whilst a year or so after its capture a Captain Luke Thomaassestablished as Agent
to the Peninsular and Oriental Steamship Company.

From ancient times the harbour used was on the eastern side of the peninsular
Crater, but in the latter part of the nineteenth century this was gradually silting uj
and the habour on the west side was brought into use. In 1888 the Aden Port Tru
was established.

16



Aden an outlying part of British India until 1937 when it was a British Colony. On t
11th February, 1959, The Federation of the Arab Amirates of the South w
inaugurated at a public ceremony at Khormaksar in the presence of the Secretary
State for the Colonies and His Excellency the Governor, Sir William Luce, KCMG,
and on 1st March, 1963 Aden Colony joined the federation as Aden State and t
new federation became the Federation or South Arabia. Following a state o
emergency and armed insurrection Aden was granted independence at the end
1967 as the Peoples Republic or Southern Yemen.

17



ADENPOPULATION

Prior to independence the population was mainlyrgmsed of Arabs. Somalis and
Indians with a considerable number of European civilians and members of H.
Forces. The rapid growth is illustrated by the following figures which exclude H.|
Forces.

1839 500

1911 46000 (Estimate)
1946 80516 (Census)
195% 138441 (Census)
1966 250000 (Estimate)

The distribution by nationalities recorded in the 1955 census was:

Aden Arab 40.4%
Yemen Arab 34.8%
Indian 11.4%
Somali 7.7%
British/Europeans 3.2%
Jewish 0.6%
Others 1.9%
100%

The main areas of Wl population were Tawahi (generally referred to as Steamel
point). Ma'alla, Crater and Sheikh Othman whilst a further township was establish
at Little Aden in the vicinity of the oil refinery. In the early 1960 a new township c
Al Mansoor was builta the South of Sheikh Othman. Latterly the British Force:
were mainly encamped at Khormaksar airfield and nearby barracks, and also
Steamer Point but in the period 1961 to 1963 vast and rapid development of th
Ma'alla Main Road provided hundreds oftflan multistorey blocks especially for
lease as Married Quarter hiring for the Forces. The plan of Ma'alla at Plate 1 sho
the area of development and the location of the Masonic Hall.

18
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ADEN; TOPOGRAPHY
Aden comprised.

a) The peninsulapn which were situated the towns of Crater and Tawabhi, the
Ma'alla development and location of the Masonic Hall, the harbour and the
area leased to the Ministry of Defence and known as Steamer Point.

b) The Khormaksar isthmus.

c) The area of land extending rtb and west to the Little Aden peninsula in
which were situated the town of Sheikh Othman and. Al Mansoor, and th
Villages of Hiswa with Buraikha and Fukum on the Little Aden peninstL
where the oil refinery and associated buildings were located.

The map of Aden at Plate 1 shows their general locations.

The Aden peninsula is higlocky andof volcanic formation, the highest point Jabel
Shamsan being 1725 feet high. Crater lies in the extinct volcano on the east of 1
peninsula.

The Isthmus is a flasandy plain and an ideal location for Khormaksar airport.

The wells at Sheikh Othman provided all water supplies and allowed the only regu

cultivation of land there in the form of a fruit and vegetable garden and some dat
palms.

20



INTRODUCTION GRHEMASONRY INTO ADEN

Freemasonry was established in Aden in 1850, when Lodge Felix No 355 was fori
following a meeting of brethren on 23rd March, 1850, at which it was agreed t
form a committee to find suitable premises. A petition for the formatioradbdge
was drawn up to the Grand Lodge of Scotland and signed by eighteen brethr
including Bro. S.B. Haines Captain Indian Navy, who commanded the expedit
which captured Aden in 1839. Between this time and the founding of Lodge Fe
however, thereis little doubt that military lodges attached to certain regiments met
and worked in Aden although no record existed except in the minutes of the lodg
concerned. The minutes of Lodge Felix refer to a proposition carried on 5
November, 1862, that a bamgt be given to members of Lodge No 91 of the Irish
Constitution, the lodge of the 1/4 Regiment (KO), and on 15th May, 1896 they ref
to a letter from Lodge The Glittering Star No 322 IC, the lodge of the 1st Battali
Worcester Regiment. In 1850 the 78ttighlanders were stationed in Aden anthe
eighteen petitioners for the formation at Lodge Felix, nine were members of the
regiment.

Once formed, Lodge Felix relied upon the military for its members and the
frequent movement was a source of embarsatent in the early years, indeed the
lodge was in abeyance from 1851 to 1855. Over the years this lodge has prospe
and still meets regularly.

21



FORMATION OF LODGE LIGHT IN ARABIA

With the growing importance of Aden as a coaling station and commegeigte
the tiny population of five hundred in 1839 had increased to an estimated forty s
thousand in 1911, and this was augmented by military personnel.

By the Spring of 1918 a considerable military garrison was stationed at She
Othman and the influece of freemasonry had become so strong that a petition for
the formation of a lodge under the English Constitution at Sheikh Othman w:
drawn up in February, 1918 and signed by the following brethren:

Lodge

W.Bro. W. Boughton Chamber. 1066, 3184, 3456
PDSGW ( Bombay )

W.Bro. E.J.P. Gilde 1307
W.Bro. J. Malcolm 1463
W.Bro. J. Williams 563
W.Bro. T.W. Twaddle 991
Bro. W.E. Glaysher 3651
Bro. W.H. Bingham 2998
Bro. A.D. Develin 1065
Bro. R.G. Cawte 1313
Bro. H.H.S. Bishopp 563
Bro. E.D. Welch 563
Bro. T. Crowe 563
Bro. W.S. Hopkins 563
Bro. O.A.B.F. Bridle 563
Bro. W. Lacey 3651
Bro. E. D'Roche 1507

The petition was recommended on 9th April, 1918 by the Worshipful Master an
Wardens of Research Lodge No 3184 which met at Freemason'®&laljn Street,

Bombay, and nine days later by the District Grand Master for Bombay. It sough
Warrant of Constitution "to meet as a Regular Lodge at Sheikh Othman, Arabia
the first and third Thursday monthly" and nominated Bro. William Boughtor
Chamlers to be the first Master, Bro. William Edmund Glaysher to be first Senic
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Warden and Bro. John Williams to be first Junior Warden. In submitting the petitic
to Grand Lodge the District Grand Master recommended that because, in norn
times, Sheikh Othnmawas an Arab town of seven to eight thousand inhabitants witt
few Europeans, the petition should be granted for Lodge Light in Arabia to meet
Aden with license during the war to meet at such premises as may appear suital
to the Worshipful Master; heconfirmed that these arrangements would be
acceptable to the petitioners. The warrant was granted by Grand Lodge"bauze,
1918.
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Postal communications between England and Aden must still have been a lit

uncertain for in December dhat year a cable was sent from W.Bro. Colonel Williarr

Boughton Chambers in Aden to the Grand Secretary reporting that the warrant h:

evidently been lost in transit and requesting that a dispensation be cabled to ope
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the Lodge pending receipt of a Chartef Confirmation; he added that this was a
matter of urgency since he (Bro. Chambers) and another Founder were due to lec
Aden. A cable conveying the necessary dispensation was sent by return.

According to the records held by the District Grand Lodggambay and the Lodge
copy of the Consecration Return of Master, War dens and Past Masters of the Loc
(See Plate 2) Lodge Light in Arabia was consecrated"dda@@iary, 1919. The Grand
Lodge records, however, record the date of consecration .4sM&rch, 1919 under

a Provincial Warrant issued by the District Grand Master for Bombay. TI
Worshipful. Master is shown as Bro. John Williagtise Senior Warden as Bro. B.J.
Ward (who, incidentally, was not a petitioner but appears in the list of promaters
and the Junior Warden as Bro. H.H.S. Bishopp. No ready explanation of t
discrepancy is available but the Installation Return of Master, Wardens and Px
Masters as at 183 March, 1919 (See Plate 3) confirms these three brethren in thei
offices althowgh it is evident that there was a change of plan in the appointment o
Senior Warden and for the date of the meeting.

The notice reproduced at Plate 4, kindly loaned by W.Bro. H.H.S. Bishopp PG ¢
(Junior Warden 1919), is interesting as at the datesstie, 2° December, 1918, the

f2R3AS 4+ a aitrkriSR G2 0SS aGa22N)JAy3 dzyRS
FYR dzy RSNJ GKS WAdzNRARAOGAZ2Y 2F (GKS 54
a Library Room at that time in the Crescent, the main shoppinget in Tawabhi

(generally referred to as Steamer point), it is now difficult to place the location c
the meeting. The Crescent Hotel which in later years was the annual venue of t
f2R3IS [FTRASAQ CSadA@drta ogla y20 odzAf i
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PLATE 4

: LODGE
LIGHT IN ARABIA.

Working under Charter from the Grand Lodge of England
and under the jurisdiction of the District Grand Lodge

of Bombay.

FOUNDERS, Aden, 2nd. December 1918.

W. Boupghton Chambers.
P.D. G. 5. Ww. Bombay.

E. J. Gildea. P. M.
W. E. Glaysher ». 5. w. Dear Brother,

. H. Bingham. .
X f Bevein Please attend an URGENT Meeting
J. Williams. »."5. w.

L% el of Founders & Promoters of this Lodge

. Crowe.
}v. s'.oﬁzpk;us. to be held on Thursday 5th December at
0. A. Bridle.

ok Library Room Crescent, at 6. 30 p.m.

J. Malcolm. p. M. -
R. G. Cawte, May I solicit a full attendance.
T. W. Twaddle. p.y.

PROMOTERS,
P. J. Revell. Yours fraternally,

G. H. Nunn. —

H. Cooper Aunderson.

W. M. P. Wood p.D.GJ.W. Ko,

A. F. Ford. P.5.W. T Swretary

W. N. Powell. Business
F. B. Stocks.

L. W. Smith. ». w. _—
J. Johnson. 5 " i
W. M. Leftwich. 1. To confirm Minutes
R. Boal
W. B. Hawkes. 2 To receive report.
W. Roberts Thomson.
R. E. Jenkins.

E. G. Wade.

J. W. Johnson.

S. H. Hewett.

B. J. Warde.

A copy of the summons for the meeting of 13th February, 1919 also loaned |
W.Bro. Bishopp lists the agenda as,
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To read the summons convening the Meeting.

To read and confirm the minutes of the Consecration and Installation meeting he
on 29th January, 1919.

To read and pass the Byaws of the Lodge.

To elect a W M for. the ensuing year should thelBws be passed.

Any other business the W M mawthoriseto be brought forward.

It also includes the following brethren as "eligible for tBeair” .

W.Bro. T.W. Twaddle PM

W.Bro. H.M. Thornton PDGD (Gib)
W.Bro. H. Cooper Anderson PM
W.Bro. J. R. Deane PM

W.Bro. W.M.P. Wood PDJGW
W.Bro. J. Malcolm PM

W.Bro. W. Brazier PM

W.Bro. W.E. Glaysher SW

Bro. J. Williams JW

Bro. A. F. Ford PSW

Further, it lists forty two members of the lodge. These were the sixteen petitioners
twenty three promoters (as detailed below) and Brothers J .B. Whiting, E.G. Wa
and P. J. Revell but as an addendum to the summons was issued on 11th Febrt
1919 listing he promoters and the three other brethren for ballot as joining
members, the list on the summons was obviously a little premature.

PROMOTERS

W.Bro. H. Cooper Anderson Captain R.E

W.Bro. W.M.P. Wood PDJGW (Bomba' Political Officer

W. Bro. J. R. Deane Mariner

W.Bro. H.M. Thornton PDGD (Gibraltar Cable OperatoEastern Telegraph Co
W.Bro. W. Brazier Mariner

Bro. G.J.I. Tuck Engineer

Bro. A.F. Ford Engineer

Bro. F.H. Key Lieutenant R.E.

Bro. F D Bramble Cable Operator Eastern Telegraph Co
Bro. P H Mecey Cable Operator Eastern Telegraph Co
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Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.
Bro.

W H Powell
F.B. Stocks

J. Johnson
W.M. Leftwich
R. Boal

W.B. Hawkes
W.R. Thomson
R.E.ehkins
J.W. Johnson
S.H. Hewitt
B.J. Ward
G.S. Tuck
G.T. Dunitt

Cable Operator Esern Telegraph Co
Cable Operator Eastern Telegraph Co
Bandmaster 1/7 Hants

Asst. Cable Censor

Major R.E.

Captain R.E.

Lt Col. 1/7 Hants

Captain 1/7 Hants

Lieutenant R.T.M

Lieutenant S & T Corps

Supervisor Eastern Telegraph Co
Cable Operator Eastern Telegraph Co
Captain 1/7 Hants
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It is also interesting to note that the face page of the summons, reproduced at Pla
9 states the meeting was to be held at the Masonic Hall, Sheikh Othman. This is
strictly correct since there was no Masonic Hall at Sheikh Othman, the consecrati
took place in a bungalow hired from Mr Menahem Massa at Sheikh Othman, nc
W.Bro. B.F. Gotobed PG Org., PDGDC (Bombay), PPG Org., (Middx) has provi
photograph of that building and this is reproduced at Plate 5.
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CONSECRATION OF LODGE LIGHT IN ARABIA

There is no doubt that Lodge Light in Arabia was consecrated at Sheikh Othman
29th January, 1919 and indeed the preamble to the bylaws approved on the 11
February, 1932 and confirmed on 10th March, 1932 states:

"Lodge 'Light in Arabia' No 3870 EC faamed, and is still maintained, primarily for
the convenience of the members of the Army, Navy and Air Force and Europe
civilians residing in Aden angkighbourhood but membership is not necessarily
restricted to Europeans.

The Lodge was consecrated ¢he 29th January, 1919 by W.Bro. H.M. Thornton
PDGD (Gibraltar) by dispensation from the District Grand Lodge of Bombay, with
assistance of W.Bro. J. Malcolm as Senior Warden, W.Bro. |I. R. Deans as J
Warden, W.Bro. Ramage as ChaplainBnd. W.Brazier as Inner Guard and W.Bro.
T.W. Twaddle was later installed as first Master of the Lodge.

The first meeting place of the Lodge was a bungalow at Sheikh Othman; soon alf
its foundation however, the Lodge moved to Ma'alla and since 13th March19.9
its meeting place has been the Masonic Hall. Ma'alla, by fraternal arrangement wi
Lodge Felix No 366 S.C."

It should, perhaps, be added that Bro. W.E. Glaysher was invested as first Sel
Warden and Bro. J. WillianasJunior Warden.
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THE WARRANT

dnce it was necessary to ask in December 1918 for dispensation to open the loc
without a warrant, and this was granted, it would not be unreasonable to ask the
the Warrant of Confirmation which would have been necessary in replacement «
the original warant lost in transit was not issued until March 1919 and recorded the
names of the brethren installed and appointed at the meeting held at the Masoni
Hall in Ma'alla on 13th March, 1919. It is also clear from copies of corresponden
between the DistrictGrand Secretary, Bombay and the Grand Secretary the
communications were somewhat confused at the time and the lodge was recorde
in the year book not as a lodge working within the DistocBombay but as one of
the "Lodges Abroad not under Districts Grrand Inspectors”.

When the warrant was submitted, to the Grand Secretary by the Provincial Gra
Secretary for Surrey for endorsement with respect to the transfer of the lodge fror
Aden to Croydonit was decided that a Warrant of Confirmation wanecesary as
the original washo longer valid, having been mutilated to the extent that it no
longer carried the signature of the Grand Master. The new warrant was issued
1967 bearing the names of the Master and Wardens for that year, namely W.BI
R.W. Hening as Master, Bro. G.K. Taylor as Senior Warden and Bro. E.R. Fros
Junior Warden.

The minutes of the Permanent Committee meeting held on 3rd February, 19:
reveal that there was discussion on keeping of the warrant 'rolled up in the cas
during thetime the Lodge was open and consideration was given to mounting it o
rollers 'in map form' and other methods to preserve it and enable it to be properl
exhibited. On the 20th February, 19&3wasdecided to mount it 'in map form' on
rollers. Followingsuch preservative measurghere is little wonder that its
mutilation ensued and we are frankly surprised that it should have been bandag
only to the extent of losing the signature of M.W. The Grand Master in the course
the following 34 years.
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THEBY-LAWS

Naturally, in essence, the Bgws of the lodge have varied little over the years. The
earliest text now available is that of a revision passed by the lodge on 8th Octob:
1931 confirmed on 16th November, 1931 and approved by the M.W. The Gral
Master on 24th July, 1932.

Contrary to the now accepted practice of paying subscriptions by banker's order, tl
early bylaws provided for a monthly payment of Rupees 5 (about 7s. 6d). We c:
only conjecture that the Treasurer had more than usual difficultextracting these
(presumably) cash payments from the brethren for in addition to the norma
provisions for exclusion on account of npayment brethren in arrears for three
months and over were debarred from the privilege of voting. This must hav
rendered the procedure for dealing with motions before the lodge most complex
and how it could be reconciled with "a majority of those present” leave. us a littl
bewildered for there was no question of depriving brethren of membership in suc
cases. Howevethe effect on the recalcitrant brethren must have been salutary.

An early amendment to the blaws provided that where an emergency meeting was
held for the sole purpose of conferring a degree at the request of or for th
convenience of a candidate (#)e lodge may requirefrom such candidat€a) a
total sum not exceeding two guineas towards the expenses of the meeting. Whi
this may now seem to be an odd provision it does reflect the high rate of wor
accomplished and the frequent requests by othedges to conduct work on their
behalf whilst their members were serving in Aden. This provision remained, exce
for amendment of the currency to East African shillings until theakys were
revised in 1960.

The development in Aden is also reflectedthie definition of resident members as
"those who reside within the Fortress of Aden and Sheikh Othman". A provisit
GKAOK ¢l a 2yfteé | YSYRSR Ay wmdoppp G2 bX
Protectorate”. The definition was removed in the revisiori860.

Until the situation in Aden made it desirable that the day of the regular meetings
the lodge should be changed, as recorded in the report of-crbmittee set up in
June 1963 (See SectioAn Era Draws to a close), they were always held offitse
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Friday of each month. On 15th January, 1964 an amendment to tHaws/ was
approved changing this to the first Wednesday of each month. Following th
transfer of the lodge to the Province of Surrey the original regular meeting day w.
re-establishel as the first Friday of the month, but, of course, the frequency of
meetings was reduced to only four times a year, February, April, October al
December; we can be thankful that the reduced number of meetings has n
affected the Installation meeting wth is still held according to established custom
on the first Friday in April.

The following comparative table of fees is of interest particularly in the consistenc
of the resident members subscription although it was absorbed in the combine
subscription/dining fee from 1962 to 196intil its reduction and incorporation with
the absent members subscription in 1967 when the Lodge was transferred to tt
Province of Surrey. On the other hand the initiation fee has risen from £11 to £
(although even this &s been constant since 1960), the main increase being
doubling of the previous fee in 1956 for reasons not now obvious, for in 1955 the
were 6 initiates and 9 joining members, and following the ‘increase 'in 1956 ar
1957 there were combined totals &b 'initiates and 21 joining members.
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MASONIC HALL MA'ALLA

It is perhaps, appropriate at this point to refer to the meeting place for the lodge i
Aden, for although it originally met in Sheikh Othman arrangements were evident
concluded withLodge Felix No 355 S.C. for the use of the Masonic Hall, Ma'alla frc
March 1919 and it was there that the lodge worked and flourished for forty eigh
years until the prevailing political situation brought about its transfer to England i
1967.

The frontspiece to this review is a photograph of a painting in oils by W.Bro. G.
Taylor which he offered to the lodge shortly after his installation as Worshipft
Master in 1968 and which was gratefully accepted. It is now proudly displayed at t
festive boardafter each meeting and serves as a pleasant reminder of our origil
nostalgia to these brethren who served in Aden and a visual manifestation of tf
spirit inherited by our newer brethren.

The corner stone of the original building was laid in 1865 inttenty-eighth year

of the reign of Queen Victoria and funds for its erection were raised by voluntal
contributions from the members of Felix Lodge and donations from othe
Freemasons in Aden not subscribing to that lodge. The hall that the prese
membeis remember with much pleasure was much improved and extended fror
the original but by British standards was far from palatial. Indeed the stark simplici
of the temple may be judged from the photograph at Plate 6.

In the absence of aitonditioning, benath the high roof of the temple the still, hot,
humid air from which moisture was squeezed by every movement, was hard
disturbed by the slowly turning blades of the ceiling fans and the hard woode
benches running round the whitewashed walls were hatinducive to comfort.
Even the recognised summer dress of "Red Rit" was unbearably stuffy to wear
and strange as it may seem to these who have not been privileged to be members
our beloved' lodge in Aden full officer's regalia worn with opetked short
sleeved white shirt, white cotton slacks and black cummerbund, shoes and so«
was not at all incongruous, and whilst the perspiration of our labours may have dol
nothing to retain the initial military smartness of freshly laundered clothesheac
meeting was conducted with a sense of occasion and never appeared untic
Needless to say, the stewards were in great demand after the meetings to provi
the refreshment essential to replace the natural losses. "Ma'alla" as the hall w:
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known colloquidly had a peculiar attraction", perhaps strengthened by distance
which will always endear it to all these who were privileged to work there, and eve

to casual visitors,

PLATB
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